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Improving Community Resilience Funding 
Scheme 2 – For Refugee-assisting Groups and Organisations
Application Form Guidelines
Aims
The primary aim of this initiative is to distribute small grants to refugee-assisting community groups so they are able to improve or increase existing services and resources in support of refugees, asylum seekers and people with No Recourse to Public Funds and the communities in which they live.

We outlined in our announcement on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 that as a result of recent research, a majority of groups highlighted that the main challenges ahead were continued access to funding, the evolution of their services and access to digital technology for both the organisations and their community members.
This competitive Small Grant Scheme (Scheme 2) will provide funding for a minimum of 40 refugee-assisting groups and organisations with a grant of up to £5,000 to enhance digital services and support to their service users thus improving their connectivity, inclusion and integration. 
How we will assess your application
Applications will be assessed by a panel involving the members of the SRC Communities Team, the SRC Regional Integration Co-ordinators and representatives of refugee communities and asylum seekers.  
This Scheme is available for qualifying refugee-assisting groups and organisations to enhance their service delivery by improving either their internal digital capability and/or that of their services users. We are looking for proposals which improve service provision and which have a positive impact on service users.
Whilst digital service provision is the main thrust of this Scheme, we will consider all proposals that demonstrate improved service delivery, particularly in more rural areas of Scotland.
We are looking for proposals that describe interventions which address a genuine need in your organisation and/or your service provision; are well thought through and planned, and can be achieved and evaluated by the end of June 2021.
Writing your application
Please follow the checklist below to make sure your application is complete and in line with SRC requirements:

	Eligibility:

	Refugee-assisting (i.e. organisations and community groups, not refugee-led, working with refugees, asylum seekers and persons with no recourse to public funds across Scotland) organisations and community groups can apply.

	Timing:

	The deadline for response is 11:59pm on Sunday 10th January 2021. 
Applications received after this time will not be processed.


	The funding is to enable a rapid intervention which improves organisational resilience and/or services and support to communities and their members. Any proposals which cannot be achieved and evaluated by the end of June 2021 will not be considered.


	Bank details:

	The account title MUST be present and MUST include the name of the group. Applications with bank account details which name individuals will not be considered.
In line with current changes to the way Bank transfers work, we now need you to specify the title of your group’s bank account exactly as it is shown on your statements. If it is incorrect any funding you may receive from us may be delayed.

	Named Partner:

	We are making some changes to the requirements for using a named partner if you do not have a group account. We will require your named partner to provide a letter or email (from the partner’s organisations email address) stating they are happy to act on your behalf and will receive and release the funds from their account at your request. In addition, your partner organisation must be registered as a Scottish Charity.

	Funding:

	The maximum amount of funding is £5,000.

	Please request funding for only what you can practically deliver, and evaluate, before the end of June 2021. 

	Detail and completeness:

	The application should contain all the information requested. Incorrectly completed or incomplete application forms will not be processed.

	Details of your proposal:

	The application must clearly describe the current service or services you are seeking to improve, including the number of services users, and the issues you aim to address.

	The application must include a clear description of the approach and activities of your proposed intervention to improve the scope and reach of these services.

	The application must include a detailed budget to support the approach, activities and equipment required.

	The application must describe the benefits your proposed intervention will bring to your organisation and/or service users.

	The application must include a detailed plan to evaluate the outcomes of your approach and activities. 
Evaluation of your proposed intervention is required to be delivered to SRC by 30th June 2021.

	Case Studies
We encourage groups to document their intervention as a case study which we will publish to enable other groups to learn from your experiences – whether good or bad. 



Where to send your application form 
The application form will be distributed with these guidelines and can be downloaded from Scottish Refugee Council website (scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk). 

Fill in the application form, rename it yourgroupname.ICR2.Application and send it back to smallgrants@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk  

The application form and guidelines document will also be made available via the NewScotsForum on Basecamp.

Please note postal responses are not possible at the moment.
Timeline 
The deadline for response is 11:59pm on Sunday 10th January 2021. 

Assessment will take place commencing Wednesday 13th January and we will contact successful applicants before close of business on Friday 22nd January. Successful applicants will need to submit an invoice to SRC by Wednesday 27th January for payment by the Friday 5th February.

If you have any questions or require further clarification then please speak to your Regional Integration Co-ordinator (contact details below).

Conditions of the funding 
This Small Grants Programme is a competitive assessment of proposals to meet the aims and objectives of Scheme 2. As such, each proposal will be evaluated against a scoring matrix by a panel made up of members of refugee led communities, asylum seekers and SRC staff; and assigned a total score. Funding will be granted to proposals in descending order (high to low) of their score until the funding pot is exhausted. The Communities Manager oversees and adjudicates  this process and her decision is final.

Please note that SRC will not provide administrative support for activities funded by this scheme. 

Successful applicants will be required to partake in an evaluation exercise and may be asked to submit case studies of their approach and its successes.

The Small Grant must only be used for the purposes set out in your application towards activity supporting the aims of Scheme 2. We understand the situation will continue to evolve though and if you need to change your activity you should discuss this with the SRC Communities Manager before making any changes.

If successful, you must acknowledge your funding by stating that it is funded by Foundation Scotland from their Response Fund and CORRA Foundation and include the logos (see top of page 1) on any printed or online materials about your project, including: posters, leaflets and flyers, websites and press releases. In addition, when using Social media (including Twitter, Facebook and Instagram) to publicise upcoming events or share stories and photos, please use the hashtags
#ResponseFund, #FoundationScotland, # CorraFoundation.


Regional Integration Co-ordinators Contact Details
	If your group is in: Glasgow.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Petrit 
email address: petrit.shala@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 

If your group is in: Argyll & Bute, East Dunbartonshire, Highlands, Western Isles, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, Shetland Islands, Stirling, or West Dunbartonshire.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Jen 
email address:  Jen.Anderson@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk

If your group is in: Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Clackmannanshire, Dundee City, Fife, or Moray.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Marwa 
email address:  Marwa.Bushnaq@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 

If your group is in: East Ayrshire, East Renfrewshire, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South Ayrshire, or Dumfries & Galloway.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Aneel 
email address: Aneel.Bhopal@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk

If your group is in: City of Edinburgh, East Lothian, Falkirk, Midlothian, Scottish Borders, South Lanarkshire, or West Lothian
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Annick
email address: Annick.Lanzlinger@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
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