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Improving Community Resilience
Expression of Interest Form
Guidelines

Background
Scottish Refugee Council recently announced that we secured funding from Foundation Scotland and CORRA Foundation to improve community resilience and outlined how we intend to distribute this funding in 2 Small Grant Schemes. 
Scheme 1 is designed to improve digital resilience for refugee-led community groups across Scotland. The Scheme creates a programme of capacity building to improve community resilience allied to a competitive Small Grant Scheme for 30 refugee-led groups with a grant up to £5,000 to enhance their digital service delivery.
In order to gauge the interest in this scheme and complete our training plans, we are asking refugee-led groups who meet the inclusion criteria to complete an ‘Expression of Interest’. This expression will also document your group’s commitment to participate in the training programmes.

Notes for completion of the Expression of Interest form.
Community Group Bank Details – the account title MUST be present and MUST include the name of the group. Forms with bank account details which name individuals will not be considered.
In line with current changes to the way Bank transfers work, we now need you to specify the title of your group’s bank account exactly as it is shown on your statements. If it is incorrect any funding you may receive from us may be delayed.
Named Partner – we are making some changes to the requirements for using a named partner if you do not have a group account. We will require your named partner to provide a letter or email (from the partner’s organisations email address) stating they are happy to act on your behalf and will release the funds from their account at your request. In addition, your partner organisation must be registered as a Scottish Charity.
The rules for Group Bank Details, defined above, also apply to partner organisations.
If you have any difficulties meeting these requirements then please speak to your Regional Integration Co-ordinator.
Capacity Building Training – please delete the /NO to confirm you, or a named member of your leadership team, will commit to attending the Capacity Building Training to be run during the week commencing 18th January 2021.
This training will be delivered on-line via Zoom, so please make sure you or your nominated representative has access to this technology and a suitable connection to the Internet.
The purpose of the training is to equip each qualifying refugee-led community group with the knowledge and skills to: 
1. to undertake a needs assessment to identify and prioritise their digital inclusion needs; and
2. understand the role of the Community Digital Champion and define how they will make best use of this trained resource.
It is intended that each training session will be for 10 attendees, that is, 1 representative from 10 groups. Each training session will last a maximum of 3 hours. Training sessions are planned to run throughout the week commencing 18th January 2021. Your commitment is that you, or your nominated representative will make yourselves available for a day during this training period. If your Expression of Interest is accepted you will receive an acceptance letter stating the date and time of your training session.
Please note, failure to attend the training will result in your group being excluded from the competitive Scheme 1 funding process.
Currently, we are only able to train 1 member from each group due to the time-frame to deliver this project. However, if it is successful and you feel other members of your group would benefit from this training, please let us know.
Community Digital Champion – please delete the /NO to confirm you will commit to finding a suitable candidate from your group. 
At this stage you are not being asked to find and name an individual. The Capacity Building session will give you lots of information about the role of the Digital Champion and details of the training programme they will receive. Then, as you develop your funding proposal, you will need to find a suitable candidate, either by asking for a volunteer or approaching suitable candidates and then ensure they can commit to be trained as a Digital Champion during March or April 2021. The name of your Digital Champion candidate will need to be included on the Scheme 1 Application Form so we can arrange which training session they will attend.
The following is a brief description of the type of person you should be looking for. 
A digital champion is someone who: 
· Has a basic understanding of the internet and how it can be used in everyday life for things like staying in touch with family and friends, learning, finding employment, shopping, saving money, playing games and more. 
· Is willing to share these skills with others
· Is a patient, friendly person who enjoys talking to people.
· Is excited to learn more as the internet evolves!

A digital champion doesn’t have to be:
· A digital genius!

Income under £25,000 -  please delete the /NO to confirm that your income during the last financial year (ending April 2020) was less than £25,000. 
A financial statement confirming this must be submitted with your proposal.
Digital Resilience Funding proposal – please delete the /NO to confirm you will commit to submitting a funding proposal. 
If your Expression of Interest form is accepted, you will receive an email with the Scheme 1 Application Form and guidelines document. This is to give you as much notice as possible about what we are looking for in your application and also to start you thinking before the Capacity Building training sessions in January 2021 as there will only be a three weeks between the training session and the deadline for the submission of proposals. 


If you wish to participate and can fulfil the requirements set out above please complete the form and email it to smallgrants@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk before 23:59hrs on Sunday 13th December 2020.



Regional Integration Co-ordinators Contact Details
	If your group is in: Glasgow.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Petrit 
email address: petrit.shala@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 

If your group is in: Argyll & Bute, East Dunbartonshire, Highlands, Western Isles, Orkney Islands, Perth & Kinross, Shetland Islands, Stirling, or West Dunbartonshire.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Jen 
email address:  Jen.Anderson@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk

If your group is in: Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire, Angus, Clackmannanshire, Dundee City, Fife, or Moray.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Marwa 
email address:  Marwa.Bushnaq@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 

If your group is in: East Ayrshire, East Renfrewshire, Inverclyde, North Ayrshire, North Lanarkshire, Renfrewshire, South Ayrshire, or Dumfries & Galloway.
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Aneel 
email address: Aneel.Bhopal@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk

If your group is in: City of Edinburgh, East Lothian, Falkirk, Midlothian, Scottish Borders, South Lanarkshire, or West Lothian
Your Regional Integration Co-ordinator is Annick
email address: Annick.Lanzlinger@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk 
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