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Improving Community Resilience Funding 
Scheme 1 – For Refugee-led Community Groups

Background
Scottish Refugee Council recently announced that we secured funding from Foundation Scotland and CORRA Foundation to improve community resilience and outlined how we intend to distribute this funding in 2 Small Grant Schemes. 
Today, we are pleased to publish the details of Scheme 1 which is designed to improve digital resilience for refugee-led community groups across Scotland. 
Scheme 1 creates a programme of capacity building to improve community resilience allied to a competitive Small Grant Scheme for 30 refugee-led groups with a grant up to £5,000 to enhance their digital service delivery.
Grants can be used to improve service user involvement and integration by funding projects aiming to tackle digital poverty and isolation in your community, for example, by the purchase of digital devices, data provision and subscriptions. Grants can also be used to improve the resilience of your organisation by increasing the digital capacity of your organisation.
Scheme 1 Definition
Inclusion Criteria 
To be included in this Scheme you must be a Refugee-led community group with an income of less than £25,000 in the last financial year.
Scheme 1 Details

Funding under Scheme 1 is being made available to refugee-led groups subject to a firm commitment to undertake a package of training in January 2021. The training package consists of two elements; 

1. a capacity building training session for group leaders; and 
2. training a member of each group to be a ‘Digital Champion’ for your community group using an external training organisation commissioned by SRC. (A description of the role and skills required for the Digital Champion is included in the attached guidelines document).

The capacity building training will enable you to explore your digital needs, identify a Community ‘Digital Champion’ from your group and define how this Digital Champion will work with your group. This knowledge and skills will enable you to produce a competitive proposal for up to £5000 to address your group’s digital needs as described above. 

Unfortunately, the funding and the cost of training the Digital Champions limits the number of groups we can fund to 30. However, we are offering the capacity building training to all qualifying groups who express an interest to participate and who can commit to attend the training and identify a Digital Champion who will commit to undertake the external training. This attendance and commitment is an opportunity to build your group’s capacity on digital matters but does not guarantee that you will receive funding as your proposal will be subject to a competitive assessment.

The Capacity Building training will be delivered during the week commencing 18th January 2021. It is our intention to notify you of the specific date and time of your training session on the 17th December when we acknowledge your inclusion in the Scheme and publish the Scheme 1 Application Form and guidelines document. Failure to attend these scheduled sessions will exclude you from submitting a proposal for funding.

The Digital Champion training will be delivered in 3 programmes of 6 sessions to 10 people per programme during March and April 2021. We will liaise with the nominated people at the end of February 2021 to allocate them to 1 of the 3 programmes.

It is also our intention to offer a further capacity building training session to the 30 successful groups on project delivery, governance, financial good practice and asset management.  Information for this session will be communicated in February 2021.

Scheme 1 Expression of Interest

In order to gauge the interest in this scheme and complete our training plans, we are asking refugee-led groups who meet the inclusion criteria to complete an ‘Expression of Interest’. This expression will also document your group’s commitment to participate in the training programmes.

The ‘Expression of Interest’ for Scheme 1 and associated guidelines document are attached to this announcement. If you wish to participate and can fulfil the requirements set out above please complete the form and email it to smallgrants@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk before 23:59hrs on Sunday 13th December 2020.

Please Note: Forms will not be considered if they are received after this time, are completed incorrectly or not fully completed. In addition, please note postal responses are not possible at present.



Scheme 1 Timetable

	Event
	Date

	Details of Scheme 1 Published
	4th December 2020

	Closing date for Expression of Interest
	13th December 2020

	Email confirming inclusion in Scheme 1 with application form and guidelines for Scheme 1 attached.
	17th December 2020

	Notification of date and time of your Capacity Building Training session.
	17th December 2020

	Capacity Building Training sessions.
	w/c 18th January 2021

	Closing Date for funding proposals.
	14th February 2021

	Evaluate of proposals and notification of result
	22nd February 2021

	Funding made available to successful groups.
	5th March 2021

	Digital Champion Training – Programme 1 (To be confirmed).
	March 2021

	Digital Champion Training – Programme 2 (To be confirmed).
	March 2021

	Digital Champion Training – Programme 3 (To be confirmed).
	April 2021
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