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The Supporting Communities Fund  - Covid19 Response
Application Guidelines


Aims
The primary aim of this initiative is to distribute small grants to refugee-led and refugee supporting community groups so they are able to adapt or increase existing services and resources in support of their community during this emergency period.

We have worked with Queen Margaret’s University, funded by Scotland’s Chief Scientific Officer, to undertake research, based on interviews and survey data provided by refugee community groups and individual refugees and asylum seekers. Based on this survey data we have identified the criteria for this funding round, of grants up to £2,500, to be used by community groups to provide activities and community support work towards addressing their community’s needs in the following areas:

· Isolation and loneliness
· Technical/technology poverty
· Deteriorating mental/physical health
· [bookmark: __DdeLink__1856_1767436867]Food poverty

How we will evaluate your application
Applications will be assessed by a panel involving the SRC Communities Manager, the SRC Regional Integration Co-ordinator and representatives of refugee communities and asylum seekers.  

Please be aware we will give preference to activities and events which address isolation and loneliness, technical/technology poverty and mental/physical health. For food poverty, there are many agencies involved in distributing food (for example, Glasgow City Council is currently working to develop some coordination of this distribution in the city). Hence, we would prefer proposals which address the other three community needs.

The research carried out by Queen Margaret’s University also identified that technical/technology poverty was not limited to just the provision of digital equipment and top-up cards for data access. As well as the need to provide digital equipment and access, the research highlights the challenges faced by community groups in changing the ways they work with their communities and the digital skills needed by both the groups and their clients during and after the Covid19 crisis. 

To address this issue, and the allied identified need of access to educational material, we will favour proposals which specify helping women, families with school age children or people seeking asylum overcome their technical poverty.

We will also accept proposals for the acquisition of digital equipment and skills for refugee-led community organisations with an income less than £25K. You will need to detail exactly what you intend to do and confirm your income on your proposal. 

The research also identified that the need for daily exercise was the least complied with advice. Therefore, proposals for activities to alleviate social isolation and promote good mental or physical health will be welcomed, but please bear in mind current Covid19 guidance and constraints in your planning. Proposals under this category could also include the provision of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), hand sanitizers, masks, etc.

Applicants need to describe clearly how their activities will bring an immediate impact to the benefit of these community members. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please see SCF Covid19 Response Fund – Examples of Activities, for an overview of how other community groups have tried to alleviate social isolation and digital poverty, and promoted good mental health during the Covid-19 crisis. 

Writing your application
Please follow the below checklist to make sure your application is complete and in line with SRC guidelines:


	Eligibility:

	Refugee-led community groups can apply.

	Local groups working with refugees, asylum seekers and persons with no recourse to public funds across Scotland can also apply.

	Timing:

	The deadline for response is 11:59pm on Sunday 23th August 2020. Applications received after this time will not be processed.


	The funding is for short-term relief and support for communities and their members. Any activities which cannot be achieved and evaluated by the end of October 2020 will not be considered.


	Bank details:

	Bank details should be from a bank account in the community group’s name. Applications showing bank details from private bank accounts will not be considered. 

	If your community group doesn’t have a bank account, a fully constituted Community Group can act as a Named Partner group to receive and distribute the allocated funds for you.

	Funding:

	The minimum amount of funding which can be applied for is £1000, the maximum amount of funding is £2500.

	Please only request funding for what you can practically deliver in the next few months (by the end of October 2020) and evaluate in the same time-frame. 

	SRC will look for a strong case showing how the proposed activities will lead to successful outcomes and immediate benefits for community members if applicants seek the maximum fund.

	Detail and completeness:

	The application should contain all the information requested. Incomplete application forms will not be processed.

	The proposal clearly addresses at least one of the following community needs:
· Isolation and loneliness
· Technical/technology poverty
· Deteriorating mental/physical health
· Food poverty
Please note that if proposals include alleviation of refugee-led community groups’ organisational technology poverty, the group must declare to have an annual income below £25k per annum.


	The application should detail a clear description of the approach and activities to be undertaken to deliver your proposal to the beneficiaries in your communities.


	The application should include a detailed budget to support the approach and activities.


	The application should include a detailed evaluation plan to support the approach and activities.




Where to send your application form 
The application form will be distributed with this invitation to apply and can be downloaded from Scottish Refugee Council website (scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk). 

Fill in the application form, rename it yourgroupname.SCF19.Application and send it back to smallgrants@scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk  

The application form and Invitation document will also be made available via the NewScotsForum on Basecamp.

Please note postal responses are not possible at the moment.
Timeline 
The deadline for response is 11:59pm on Sunday 23th August 2020. 

Assessment will take place commencing Wednesday 26th August 2020 and we will contact successful applicants before close of business on Monday 31st August 2020. Successful applicants will need to submit an invoice to SRC by Thursday 3rd September 2020 for payment by the Friday 11th September 2020.
Conditions of the funding 
This Small Grants Programme is a competitive assessment of proposals to support and sustain communities during the Covid19 crisis. As such, each proposal will be evaluated against a scoring matrix by a panel made up of members of refugee led communities, asylum seekers and SRC staff; and assigned a total score. Funding will be granted to proposals in descending order (high to low) of their score until the funding pot is exhausted. 

Please note that SRC will not provide administrative support for activities funded by this scheme. 

Successful applicants will be required to partake in an evaluation exercise and may be asked to submit case studies of their approach and its successes.

The Small Grant must only be used for the purposes set out in your application towards activity supporting challenges arising from the Covid-19 emergency. We understand the situation will continue to evolve though and if you need to change your activity you should discuss this with the SRC Communities Manager before making any changes.
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